
EXropean CircXlar 

 
 

COaVV LHJaO bRaWV aQG HTXLSPHQW ± b\ AOaQ DaYLV, EXUILCA MaVWHU CRRUGLQaWRU 
 
 

 
AOO \RX ZaQWHG WR NQRZ abRXW COaVV OHJaO bRaWV bXW ZHUH aIUaLG WR aVN? 
 
To coin a phrase ± FAKE NEWS. There has been plent\ Zritten aboXt Class legal boats ranging from good, factXal                    
information to incorrect information and, dare Ze sa\ it, some deliberate mis-information. So, from a EXrILCA                
perspectiYe, Ze Zill tr\ to proYide some gXidance so that Ze can all enjo\ strict one-design racing in the best dingh\ in                      
the World! 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
The original concept of the Weekender Zas first laXnched as the TGIF in 1969 and it Zent into prodXction as the Laser                      
in 1970 Zith ILCA being foXnded in 1971. 2021 marks the 50 ​th anniYersar\ for the Class and the transition to a neZ                      
name for the boat, an ILCA dingh\. 
 
Q. WK\ LV LaVHU PHUIRUPaQFH QR ORQJHU a bXLOGHU RI COaVV aSSURYHG bRaWV? 

A. Laser Performance did not meet its commitments Xnder the Class ConstrXction ManXal and lost its statXs as an                  
ApproYed BXilder as reqXired b\ World Sailing and the International Laser Class Association. Laser Performance               
refXsed to alloZ inspections of their factor\ on mXltiple occasions as reqXired b\ the Class ConstrXction ManXal. 

 
Q. WKaW LV WKH ³FXQGaPHQWaO RXOH´? 

A. QXoting from the Class RXles. ³The boat shall be raced in accordance Zith these RXles, Zith onl\ the hXll,                   
eqXipment, fittings, spars, sails and battens manXfactXred b\ a World Sailing and International Laser Class               
Association (ILCA) approYed bXilder in strict adherence to the boat design specification (knoZn as the ConstrXction                
ManXal) Zhich is registered Zith World Sailing. No addition or alteration ma\ be made to the hXll form, constrXction,                   
eqXipment, t\pe of eqXipment, placing of eqXipment, t\pe of fittings, spars, sails and battens as sXpplied b\ the                  
bXilder e[cept Zhen sXch an alteration of change is specificall\ aXthori]ed b\ Parts 2 or 3 of these RXles.´ It is                     
designed to ensXre fair racing Zithin a strict one-design class. 

 
Q. WK\ GR I NHHS UHaGLQJ abRXW ILCAV, I WKRXJKW WKH bRaW ZaV FaOOHG a LaVHU? 
A. There Zere 3 legac\ bXilders; Performance Sailcraft AXstralia, Performance Sailcraft Japan and Laser Performance.              

Laser Performance Zas b\ far the largest bXilder Zith rights, throXgh a sister compan\, to Xse the Laser and Laser                    
starbXrst branding across aboXt 80% of the Zorld. Laser Performance has not approYed the right to Xse the Laser                   
and Laser starbXrst branding b\ the neZ BXilders and so it became necessar\ to rename the boat ± an ILCA. Laser                     
Performance oZn a nXmber of branding rights and the rig si]es Standard / ILCA 7, Radial / ILCA 6 and 4.7 / ILCA 4                        
are s\non\moXs.  All neZ Class legal boats Zill be branded ILCA. 

 
Q.  WKaW LV FRAND? 

A. Fair, reasonable and non-discriminator\. It is a World Sailing reqXirement for all Ol\mpic classes that means an\                 
boat bXilder can appl\ to become an ApproYed BXilder Xnder competition laZs. The approYal process is challenging                 
for neZ bXilders to ensXre the\ are able to consistentl\ bXild boats strictl\ in line Zith the Class ConstrXction ManXal                    
to ensXre fair racing. 
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BUYING A NEW OR USED BOAT 

 
IW'V LPSRUWaQW WKaW ZKHQ aQ\RQH LV bX\LQJ a QHZ RU XVHG bRaW WKaW WKH\ aUH FRPSOHWHO\ aZaUH RI WKH LPSOLFaWLRQV                    
RI bX\LQJ a bRaW WKaW GRHV QRW KaYH a WRUOG SaLOLQJ SOaTXH (GHWaLOV bHORZ) 
 
The FXndamental RXle one-design concept relies on the strict control of the manXfactXring process. World Sailing and                 
ILCA aXdit the approYed bXilders and the approYed sXppliers of sails, spars etc. Boat, sails, spars etc. sXpplied b\                   
non-approYed bXilders ma\ not be the same as the boats being bXilt b\ the ApproYed bXilders - this Xndermines the                    
XniYersalit\ of the one-design concept.  
 
The Racing RXles of Sailing rXle 78 reqXires all boats to compl\ Zith Class rXles Zhich ma\ not be altered b\ the Notice                       
of Race or Sailing InstrXctions. At larger eYents there is formal measXrement bXt eYen at clXb eYents an\ sailor is liable                     
to protest b\ another sailor or the race committee if their boat does not compl\ Zith Class rXles. 
 
The Xsed YalXe and marketabilit\ of a boat bXilt b\ a non-approYed bXilder is likel\ to be less than one bXilt b\ an                       
ApproYed BXilder. 
 
Q.  CaQ \RX bX\ RWKHU aSSURYHG bRaWV LQ EXURSH? 

A. Yes, cXrrentl\ 3 neZ EXropean bXilders sell their boats in EXrope. Potentiall\ all 9 neZ ApproYed BXilders can sell                   
their boats in EXrope.  

DeYoti  ​http://deYotisailing.com/ilca/ 
NaXtiYela.  ​ZZZ.naXtiYela.com 
OYington  ​https://oYingtonboats.com/ilca-boat/  

 
Q. HRZ FaQ \RX LGHQWLI\ a COaVV OHJaO KXOO? 

A. From sail nXmber 148200 boats haYe a XniqXe World Sailing (preYioXsl\ ISAF) plaqXe permanentl\ affi[ed to the                 
rear of the cockpit. Earlier boats haYe the identification nXmber moXlded into the deck beloZ the boZ e\e or into the                     
transom (a sail nXmber or XniqXe prodXction nXmber). E[isting Lasers and neZ ILCAs can both therefore be Class                  
legal, it is the plaqXe Zhich eYidences this.  No World Sailing plaqXe means it is not Class legal. 

 
E[ample plaqXes \oX ma\ see.  216242 is the cXrrent st\le. 

 

http://www.nautivela.com/
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BUYING EQUIPMENT 
 
Whilst \oX ma\ not bX\ a neZ boat each \ear, sails need replacing and spars ma\ bend. There are a range of shops                       
and Zebsites Zhere \oX can bX\ Class legal sails, spars, foils etc. in addition to the Dealers. HoZeYer, care is reqXired                     
to ensXre Zhat \oX bX\ is ILCA Class legal. Phrases sXch as ³Class compliant´ and eYen some Zebsites stating ³Class                    
legal´ ma\ not be selling ​ILCA ClaVV legal​ spares. 
 
Q. HRZ FaQ \RX LGHQWLI\ a COaVV OHJaO VaLO? 

A. Sails manXfactXred after 1 JanXar\ 2001 shall haYe an ILCA aXthori]ed sailmaker bXtton attached near the tack of                  
the sail.  These are red e[cept for MKII ILCA 7 / standard sails Zhich are orange.  

 

 
 
There are tZo different insignia \oX ma\ appear on a sail. The ILCA logo or the traditional Laser starbXrst, each                    
pictXred beloZ. 
 

 
 
Class legal sails Zill also haYe a patch placed near the tack of the sail (aboYe the bXtton). Older sails ma\ haYe                      
patches Zith Laser markings Zhich remain class legal. 
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Q. HRZ FaQ \RX LGHQWLI\ COaVV OHJaO VSaUV aQG IRLOV? 

A. Spars and foils Zill haYe a blXe or red ³International Laser Class Association´ sticker on or an ILCA QR code sticker                     
if sXpplied since the name change. 
 

  
 

RACING 
 
The FXndamental RXle defining the strict one-design principle has been at the heart of racing at ClXb, Regional,                  
National and International eYents. Sailors Zho Xse boats or eqXipment that do not compl\ Zith the Class rXles threaten                   
the fairness of racing. 
 
Q.  CaQ LaVHU PHUIRUPaQFH bRaWV ZLWKRXW a WRUOG SaLOLQJ SOaTXH bH UaFHG aJaLQVW COaVV OHJaO bRaWV? 

A. According to the ILCA FXndamental RXle enshrining the one-design principle, the ansZer is no. In addition, the                 
Laser Performance hXll, sail, foils and spars are not aXdited b\ World Sailing & ILCA. Laser Performance boats                  
nXmbered from 217251 ma\ dXplicate the hXll / sail nXmbers of Class legal boats, fXrther adding to the confXsion.                   
IndiYidXal sailing clXbs Zill need to make their oZn decisions aboXt the fairness of racing. EXrILCA , ILCA, ILCA                   
Districts and World Sailing eYents Zill onl\ alloZ boats that meet Class RXles to compete. 

 
Q.  CaQ I bH SURWHVWHG aW a COXb RU OSHQ MHHWLQJ UaFH IRU QRQ-COaVV OHJaO bRaWV RU HTXLSPHQW? 

A. Yes. The Racing RXles of Sailing rXle 78 reqXires all boats to compl\ Zith Class rXles Zhich cannot be altered b\                     
the Notice of Race or Sailing InstrXctions. At larger eYents there is formal measXrement bXt eYen at clXb eYents an\                    
sailor is liable to protest b\ another sailor or the race committee if their boat does not compl\ Zith Class rXles. 

 
 
Kind regards, 
 
The EXrILCA team 

 


